
Coastal Wetlands



Importance

- Flora and fauna habitat 

- Storm protection

- Natural water filtration

- Carbon Sinks

- Food Production

- 121 million acres globally. Only 18 million currently protected (<15%)

- With 75 million acres protected, 3.2 gigatons of CO2 sequestered from atmosphere

- Protecting them ensures 15 gigatons of Carbon, equivalent to over 53 gigatons of CO2 if 

released into the air.

- Storm protection valued at over $23 Billion annually



Threats

- Development and Mining

- Change in water flow

- Sea level rise

- Overwhelming and creation of dead zones 

- Destruction of land based wetlands
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Boundaries

- Climate Change

- Economic 

- Social 

- Global



Limitations, and what now

- Economics (Cost of conservation vs. Benefit of protection)

- Social constructs and practices

- Global approach

- Tool for education

- Garner support socially and politically

- Assembly Bill 547
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