
Ethnic Studies in 
Tucson, Arizona 



Boundary

- Tucson Arizona
- Huge minority population

- Extremely low graduation rates

- Lots of controversy 

- Changing over time
- Judge ruled it unconstitutional in 2017

- Violated students’ 1st and 14th Amendment rights

- Mexican American Studies →Culturally Relevant Studies

- Refuse to bring back the program  



Dynamic relationships 

Mexican American Studies    

“La Raza Studies”

Feeling out of place Latinx Students  

Discouraged Students 

Divided Community

Anger/fear  

Claims of Racism

Lower Rates  of Graduation

Cancelled ProgramArrests
Student/teacher protests  

New Law Passed 

White Legislators 

Higher Enjoyment of School 

Higher College Attendance

Higher Graduation Rates



What it can do 
- Raise awareness 

- Prevent future situations

- Show the benefits of ethnic studies 
- Feeling comfortable/like you belong

- Value of your own heritage/history 



What it can’t do 

- Change the past

- Change Arizona legislation

- End racism



Relationship to Other Systems
- Race

- Socioeconomic factors
- Contribute to the racial disparities in education in the first place

- Determine who has the power 

- Family 
- Attitudes towards schooling and education

- values

- Politics 
- School board is supposed to be  non-partisan 

- “Avoiding the conversation” IS taking a side 
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