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EDUCATION

DESPITE THE STATE'S RAPIDLY GROWING LATINO POPULATION,
MORE THAN 30 PERCENT OF THE STATE’S LATINO CHILDREN ARE NOT
GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL AND ONLY ABOUT HALF OF HISPANIC
COLLEGE FRESHMAN IN FOUR-YEAR SCHOOLS IN ARIZONA
AND NATIONWIDE COMPLETE THEIR DEGREES.

GIVEN THE CRUCIAL ROLE EDUCATION PLAYS IN A COMMUNITY’S
ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, THE SINGLE GREATEST LONG-TERM CHALLENGE
FACING ARIZONA LATINOS MAY NOT BE JOB CREATION, HEALTH CARE OR

IMMIGRATION, BUT THE EDUCATION OF OUR CHILDREN.
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HISPANIC MARKET TRENDS

In 2011, Arizona Hispanics became the largest number of high school graduates in the state.
The Arizona Department of Education predicts that as many as 55,000 Hispanic high school
seniors will graduate from high school in the 2014—2015 academic school year, a 27 percent
increase over 2009—2010.

Despite that explosive growth, the rate of graduation for Hispanics (69 percent) lags behind
African Americans (73 percent), White, non-Hispanics (83 percent) and Asians (88 percent).
Only Native Americans, among the state's major minority groups, graduate from high school
at a lower rate.

At the other end of the spectrum, nearly 90 percent of new students who enrolled in public
schools from 2000 to 2011 were Hispanic.

In 2015 - perhaps sooner - Latinos will become the majority of the state's public school
population.
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PS-12 Student Growth in Pima County Driven
Overwhelmingly by Hispanics
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Pima County Enroliment Trends, Fall 2000 and Fall 2011: Grade Level PS-12 by Race/Ethnicity and Net
Gain (Minority Net Growth= 26,900)
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Hispanics Now the Majority of Arizona's High
School Graduates
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Dynamic relationships

Higher Graduation Rates = Latinx Students Feeling out of place
Higher Enjoyment of School ~ I Discouraged Students
Higher College Attendance Lower Rates of Graduation

Mexican American Studies

/ I“La Raza Studles

D|V|ded Community

White Leglslators

New Law Passed

\ Anger/fear
Arrests Cancelled Program

Claims of Racism Student/teacher protests




Raise awareness
Prevent future situations

Show the benefits of ethnic studies

Feeling comfortable/like you belong
Value of your own heritage/history
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Relationship to Other Systems

- Race

- Socioeconomic factors
- Contribute to the racial disparities in education in the first place
- Determine who has the power

Family
- Attitudes towards schooling and education
- values

Politics

- School board is supposed to be non-partisan
- “Avoiding the conversation” IS taking a side

Everything is

Connected -
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